
How to Make Your Flimsy Resume Fabulous! 

Your job search is underway. You have been diligently searching job boards, internet advertisements 

and the local paper. You have a professional profile, are plugged into all the social networks and have 

told all your friends, family members and college professors that you are looking for a job. So why aren’t 

you getting any offers? The answer is probably lack of experience. This is a common pitfall for many 

recent college graduates. They take four years and devote it to higher education, all at the expense of 

full-time employment experience. If this sounds familiar, your resume is probably quite flimsy. But don’t 

worry. Here, we provide a list of several things you can do to get your resume from flimsy to fabulous in 

no time. 

 Achievements not Employment – This is one of the most important things that new graduates 

overlook. Employers will know that you don’t have experience. But they still want to find out 

how you have handled challenges and goals in your non-employment history as these provide 

clues as to how you will perform on the job. List all achievements you have accomplished, 

including scholarship awards, civic awards, overcoming major challenges, dual enrollment and 

the like. Focus on what the challenge was, how you approached it and the outcome that 

resulted. 

 Team Spirit – Your only employment experience may be flipping burgers at the local fast food 

place, but you were part of a team while you were there. Any team affiliations like sports, clubs 

or jobs can provide great insight into how you get along with others, collaborate and mesh with 

other team members. Highlight all the positive roles you held and emphasize any leadership 

positions you took on. 

 Extra-Curricular – Maybe you didn’t work full-time, but instead took flute or piano lessons. 

Perhaps you ran marathons or fished competitively. Any and all of these show your ability to 

diversify and demonstrate that you are a well-rounded person with many interests. List these so 

that an employer can get an idea of who the real person on the resume is. 

 Volunteer Activities – Most schools will require that students participate in volunteer 

organizations. This information is very essential to an employer. It shows your willingness to 

help out expecting nothing in return. It also provides experience across a variety of fields as 

most students volunteer with several organizations. If you have completed volunteer activities 

at pet shelters or nursing homes, you can list experience tending to pets or caring for the elderly 

as well. A volunteer activity can be a great way to beef up your resume. 

 Internships – Experience gained in the business world is essential for companies looking to hire. 

They want to know where you worked, how long you worked there and what your 

responsibilities were. Most importantly, they want to know how your internship experience 

impacted you professionally and prepared you for taking the leap into employment. Be sure to 

focus on the positive aspects of your internship and list any and all professional references you 

acquired while interning.  
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